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"Enter his gates with

Thanksgiving

and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name."
Psalm 100:4

Welcome
Home
BY REBECCA THOMSON

We have known Vinny for quite a
while now and have been
continually impressed by his

IN THIS ISSUE

compassionate spirit, humble
nature, and openness to God.
Vinny has the gift of a servant's
heart, which allows him to uplift
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wisdom and experience.
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and bless others through his
All of us at The Transformation
Project are delighted to announce

have three residents living
Vinny Clark joined our team in

upstairs! We are so grateful for the

September to help us finalize our

blessing of serving these incredible

residential program and begin
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"Trust in the Lord
with all your heart,
and lean not on
your own

A Divine Twoby-Four

big way.

BY HANK DUNN
Like our residents and almost
everyone coming out of corrections,

all your ways

Manager, struggled with addiction.

and he will direct
your path."

Vinny, our new Residential Program

He had his first drink at 15. That led
to a long path of self-centered
destruction. He grew up on Munjoy
Hill in Portland and went on to 36
years of using alcohol. He had two

Proverbs 3:5-6

good marriages that went bad
because of his drinking. He tried to
get sober twice - once for a year
and one for two years. He said he
was "doing it Vinny's way," so it was
only a matter of time before he
drank again.

VINNY'S ADVICE

In 2010 everything came to a stop
after his third OUI. He was arrested
Jail. Alcohol withdrawal in jail was

Get a sponsor.
Do the 12 steps.
Let your sponsor guide
you through the 12
steps.
Many meetings means
many chances to
change your life. No
meetings means no
chances to change your
life.
Go to meetings.

Vinny got down on his knees and
cried out to God. He told God how
sorry he was and committed to
serve Him. Then he got busy living
instead of being busy dying.
Vinny got involved with Alcoholics
Anonymous (AA). He got a
sponsor. He did the 12 Steps. He
started going to Bible studies and
church. He started seeking Jesus
every day. Seven years ago, he
gave his testimony and was
baptized at the old Eastpoint
Church at the old airport location.
For almost 12 years now, he has
tried to live an unselfish life by
serving others and serving God. It

and taken to Cumberland County

It all starts with
seeking the Lord.
Everything else comes
after that.

used the consequences of Vinny's
actions to get his attention in a

understanding; in
acknowledge Him,

God was punishing Vinny, but He

horrible. He passed out after a
week with no sleep. When he woke
up, he had a black eye from
shaking against the bed frame. He
was beyond "a hot mess," both
literally and figuratively.
While still in his filth, God spoke to
Vinny and showed him what Vinny
had done. Vinny knew in his heart
that, even so, God had seen him
through it. As Vinny said, "God had
hit me with a divine two-by-four
(piece of lumber)." It was not that

says in the AA Big Book and in the
Bible: "Draw close to God and He
will draw close to you."
One of the ways Vinny has tried to
draw close to God is by attending
our Thursday night Bible study.
And in time, God made it plain:
Vinny would be our manager at
The Transformation House.
Vinny loves Jesus and is serious
about recovery from substance
abuse. Today he has "the peace
that passes all understanding."
(Philippians 4:6). He is grateful
and thankful for the opportunity
to help men seek the Lord. God is
at work.

Vinny's Verses
Proverbs 3:5-6
Matthew 5:16
Psalms 9:10

MARR
Certification

standards while helping
people in need.
More than just meeting

BY HANK DUNN

standards, MARR is a
community of organizations

The Transformation Project's

that run houses that share

residence ("Transformation

information on all kinds of

House") has just received its

different challenges. TTP has

certification through the Maine

already benefited from the

Association of Recovery

collective wisdom of this

Residences (MARR). MARR

group.

inspects and certifies recovery
houses in Maine that meet

This certification, in

certain stringent standards.

combination with our ECFA
certification, shows our

Although our house is not

commitment to being

primarily a recovery house,

responsible stewards of the

supporting recovery is a big part

resources God entrusts to us.

of what we do. Being

We feel called to be good

accredited means that we are

stewards because it is plain to

trying to maintain the highest

see that God is at work.

WORSHIP NIGHT
CALENDAR
2021-2022
7:00 p.m.
November
December
January
February
March
April

21
19
30
27
27
24

"By wisdom a
house is built, and
through
Photo below: Vinny (shown on the right)
with our residents
Photo left: Homemade apple pies for dessert
Photos courtesy of Hank Dunn

understanding it is
established;
through
knowledge its
rooms are filled
with rare and
beautiful
treasures."

Proverbs 24:3-4

"In the same way,
let your light shine
before others, that
they may see your
good deeds and
glorify your
Father in heaven."
Matthew 5:16

PRISON
FELLOWSHIP
ANGEL TREE
CHRISTMAS
We have partnered
with Prison
Fellowship Angel
Tree to share the love
of Jesus and
reconnect
incarcerated parents
and their children
this Christmas. This
partnership will help
to strengthen family
relationships and
open the door for
ongoing, lifechanging ministry to
families in our
communities.
To learn more about
sponsoring a gift for
a child on their
incarcerated parent's
behalf, call us at
(207) 854-2226.

Pastors'
Council

The Pastors' Council also
strengthens our partnerships
with our local churches. Our
regular meetings ensure
effective communication
between our organizations,
allowing us all to encourage
and support each other and
help us all grow in our faith
and in our relationship with
Jesus.

BY HANK DUNN
We try to "practice what we
preach" here at TTP so, to keep
ourselves accountable and
focused on helping people grow
in their faith, we have developed
a Pastors' Council.

Our Council focuses on Jesus the one thing we have in
common. We do not focus on
differences in church doctrine
or theological principles. We
focus on what brings us
together, not on what divides
us.

This Council is formed of six
pastors from different area
churches - both denominational
and non-denominational. Every
year, the pastors will elect a
representative, who will serve a
one-year term on our Board of
Directors.

We are so very blessed by each
of our pastors, their
perspectives both as church
leaders and as children of God,
and in the ways they exemplify
the spirit of service and
fellowship.

The Pastors' Council has elected
Pastor Marcel Veilleux to be its
2021-2022 Board representative.
We warmly welcome him and
look forward to his counsel and
wisdom in the coming year.

"How good and pleasant it is when God's people live together in unity."
Psalm 133:1

OUR PASTORS' COUNCIL
Keenan Eaton
Eastpoint Christian Church

Chad Perreault
Vineyard Christian Fellowship

Mark Labacz
Galilee Baptist Church

Marcel Veilleux
Lighthouse Christian Church

Ken MacLeod
Community of Grace

Ajay Vyas
South Portland Church of
the Nazarene

Prayer Requests

"Both riches and
honor come from

BY HANK DUNN

you, and you rule
We have been humbled by the generous support that the TTP
community has shown us over the years. Even though we are now
doing less fundraising and focusing more of our time on ministry, we
still seem to have enough to keep going. So, although this area of the
newsletter was intended to be the fundraising section, it really isn't
going to be. Instead, we are just asking for prayers for God to provide
for our upcoming needs.
As we fundraise less and depend on Him more, He has been faithful to
move people's hearts at the right time. We would appreciate your
prayers for:
Those we serve, which now includes the men living upstairs in our
Residential Program.
Donations to create a Scholarship Fund so that people coming into
our Residential Program can have 4 to 6 weeks to work on
themselves before they need to work at a job. We have found that
spending time working on discipleship and recovery through the 12
Steps, and getting steady on your feet helps to make for a more
successful transition out of incarceration.
Funding for our Residential Program Manager. God has blessed us
with a man who loves Jesus and who has been in recovery himself
for almost 12 years. Since we are slowly building our program and a
positive, faith-filled recovery-oriented house, the residence is, by
design, not yet full. But, we still need to cover his costs. We would
also love to cover the cost of our residents' dinners.
Donations to pay off our remaining mortgage.

Open House
Sunday, November 21, 2021
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

The event is to thank our most
valued partners: our volunteers,
donors, and friends.

Refreshments will be served.
Facility tours and photo
presentation.
Worship Night will follow.

over all. In your
hand are power
and might, and in
your hand it is to
make great and to
give strength to
all. And now we
thank you, our
God, and praise
your glorious
name."
1 Chronicles 29:12-13

OUR BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Hank Dunn
JD Schnackenberg
Ronald Beland, Jr.
Rich Fillmore
Keenan Eaton
Marcel Veilleux

Join The Circle
Providing. Ministering. Witnessing.
When you join The Circle, you will:

$160

$250

Can fund one
week of room and
board to one
member of our
residential
program.

Can fund our
Men's and Women's
community nights
and Bible study
groups for an
entire year.

Make checks payable to:

I would like to support:

per month
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$25 per month
$50 per month
$160 per month
$250 per month
Other $___________
One-time special gift of $___________

Can fund training
and certification
for 10 reentry
coaches.
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Name: __________________________________
Address: __________________________________
__________________________________
Phone: __________________________________
E-Mail: __________________________________
We will never share your information with anyone.

Can fund free
online services to
Mainers
transitioning out
of corrections.

General Operations
Residential Program
Resource Center
Ministry Outreach Program
Other: _________________________

Scan our QR code with your smart phone camera OR visit
our website to schedule your convenient automatic
monthly donation.

Providing. Ministering. Witnessing.

$50

per month

per month

Join us today!

I want to join The Circle!

$25

per month

The Transformation Project is a Maine 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Your
donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

Witness Jesus transforming lives
Provide offenders both inside and outside of
corrections with opportunities to embrace faith,
integrity, sobriety, and health
Encourage ex-offenders to spiritually mature and grow
closer to Jesus
Increase our impact through sustainable and reliable
funding
Serve with us for His purpose

