
"Let your                   
shine before men, that they
may see your good deeds and 
praise your 
in                     ."

Coming Full
Circle
BY HANK DUNN

In November of 2015 (when we
were still affiliated with Straight
Ahead Ministries), we featured a
story about Jessica, a young lady
who had come to know Jesus.  She
reached out to us several months
ago and gave us permission to
share an update on where she is
now.  

Jessica’s story starts hard. Like
many of our folks, she grew up
poor. There were family members
with mental illness. Dad showed
up once in a while. There was
abuse, too. 
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School wasn’t great either, with
getting bullied, isolating to protect
herself, and acting out. By middle
school, Jessica was suicidal and
was self-harming. It got worse.

She started getting into trouble
and ended up getting kicked out of
high school. 

Then her Dad died of lung cancer,
leaving Jessica confused and
coping with mixed emotions. 

There was drinking. There was
abusing drugs. Stealing. Probation.
Probation violation and Long Creek
(Maine’s prison for juveniles).“It felt
like I was in prison for what had
been done to me,” Jessica said.

She is not alone in feeling that way.
Many of our community members 
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at TTP are victims as well as
offenders. It's not simple. The anger
that Jessica had is frequently
shared by our community
members.

Then there was a moment.  It
happened at the chapel at Long
Creek.  Jessica felt something.  God
was tapping on her shoulder.  And
so it began.  A journey had started.

The next time things got bad, she
found herself on her knees crying
out to God, “Please don’t let me
die!” 

Peace came. She had a glimpse of
her future. But things didn’t change
right away. 

They were still bad for a while, but
Jessica was on her way. 

She started going to church and
feeling God’s presence. She got
baptized but really didn’t
understand repentance yet. She
met an artist who inspired her to go
to art school. Jessica met a
Christian therapist who helped her.

Still, church was not a sanctuary for
her. Church was heavy on rules, God
was angry, and the pressure to be
perfect was really heavy. 

Still, she continued on, trusting God
and making better decisions.

A new therapist helped Jessica
understand her clinical issues, like
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD). 

Jessica also felt called to a new
church. There she started to add the
“relationship” part to her Christian
walk. Rules without a relationship
with Jesus is pretty dry. 

Jessica began to experience both the
Truth and the Grace that Jesus has to
offer. The idea that God is holy and
righteous and has high standards,
sitting together with the fact that he
is loving, merciful, and is the author
of redemption, is something we all
work through in our minds and
hearts.

Today Jessica has an art degree and
is finishing an Associate’s degree in
Behavioral Health & Human Services.
She is a good mom to her daughter.
She is pursuing her art, pursuing
helping people, and pursuing Jesus. 

Now she is working as an intern at
the Transformation Project. You
might say she has come full circle,
from being in need to giving back to
others. We have a good God!
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"And God shall
wipe away all

tears from their
eyes; and there

shall be no more
death, neither

sorrow, nor
crying, neither
shall there be

any more pain:
for the former

things are
passed away."

Revelation 21:4
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The harder way is the better way.
Stick with the people who want the best for you.
Having support is the biggest thing.
I couldn’t have gotten where I am without people who were
supportive and reliable.
If it's not eternal, it’s not worth it.
I know God is real because I couldn’t have done this without Him.
God can turn your nothing life into something.
Get out of your old friend group of people who don’t want to go in the
same direction as you.
God is the only one who can heal you.
It's ok to start small and grow.

We asked Jessica:  "If you could go back in time and give yourself
advice, what would you say?" 

This is her response: 
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"Listen to advice and
accept instruction,
that you may gain

wisdom in the
future."

Proverbs 19:20

Microsoft Word for resume writing; 
Microsoft Excel for budgeting; and 
Web development for beginners.

A software development professional has volunteered to help people improve
their general computer skills.  He will be able to help with things like: 

A computer will be provided.  Please contact Rebecca at (207) 854-2226 ext. 1001
or at rebecca@ttpmaine.org to make arrangements.

Need Computer Training?



As our team continues to serve
the men and women in our
communities facing the
challenges of reentry, we have
tasked ourselves to be constantly
yielded to God’s timing, purposes
and desires – even as challenges
arise. 

Earlier this spring, as we
continued to search for those that
God would have lead and leave in
our second-floor residential
space, we were encountered with
a significant challenge: our
heating system for the residential
space had failed and was beyond
repair. This left us wondering not
only if we were to proceed with
searching for our first residents
but how would we be able to pay
for a new replacement?

As we continued to pray and
connect with our generous
community, God provided an
incredible low-cost partnership
through one of our faithful
volunteers’ connections. 

As we were celebrating God’s
faithfulness, we were hit with
another (and very familiar)
challenge – our second heating
unit for the rest of our spaces
failed suddenly in the same way. 

The spaces that are home to Bible
studies, Celebrate Recovery
Meetings and daily operations

was now without heat and we
were left wondering how this fit
into God's timing and plans.

In reflection, it reminds us of
Jesus’ teaching in his Sermon on
the Mount, 

 
"Ask, and it will be given to you;

seek, and you will find; knock, and
it will be opened to you. For

everyone who asks receives, and
the one who seeks finds, and to

the one who knocks it will be
opened.” 

- Matthew 6:7-9 ESV

Today, as you read this letter, we
have two brand-new units
heating and cooling our spaces
thanks to the community that
God continues to build around
the Transformation Project the
greater gifts are the lessons we
are learning as we go – through
this all, we are beginning to leave
the giving, revealing and opening
to God while we continue to be
faithful in asking, seeking and
knocking. But, just as He always
has, He provided. 

Not only were our partners able to
offer additional cost-savings for a
second unit, but our partners that
are a part of The Circle gave
generously at just the right time
to help cover the cost of the
replacement of both systems. 

We are finding that as we lay
down our agendas and desires,
we can allow him guide our steps
and lead us in incredible ways to
see Him transform lives. We invite
you to join us and our community
in doing the same, you can be
assured that it is the greatest
journey any of us could ever ask
for!
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 "Give, and it will be
given to you.  Good
measure, pressed

down, shaken
together, running

over, will be put into
your lap.  For with

the measure you use
it will be measured

back to you."

Luke 6:38


